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SUBJECT: CAPTIVE NATIONS PROCLAMATION 

REFERENCE: STATE 163378 

1 . THE TEXT OF THE PROCLAMATION CONCERNING CAPTIVE NATIONS 
WEEK ISSUED BY THE PRESIDENT ON JULY 2 FOLLOWS: 

2. BEGIN TEXT: THIS YEAR WE MARK THE BEGINNING OF OUR 
THIRD CENTURY AS AN INDEPENDENT NATION. TWO HUNDRED YEARS 
AGO OUR DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE DECLARED THAT "ALL MEN 
ARE CREATED EQUAL." IT DID NOT SAY "ALL AMERICANS" BUT 
EMBRACED ALL MEN EVERYWHERE. THROUGHOUT OUR HISTORY WE 
HAVE REPEATEDLY DEMONSTRATED OUR CONVICTION AND CONCERN 
THAT MEN AND WOMEN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD SHOULD SHARE THE 
FULL BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY. 

3. AS WE CELEBRATE OUR BICENTENNIAL. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT 
WE LET THE WORLD KNOW THAT AMERICA STILL CARES. THAT 
THE TORCH IN THE STATUE OF LIBERTY STILL BURNS BRIGHTLY. 

THE WORLD SHOULD KNOW THAT WE STAND FOR FREEDOM AND IN- 
DEPENDENCE IN 1976, JUST AS WE STOOD FOR FREEDOM AND 
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4. FOR TWO CENTURIES, THE FUNDAMENTAL BASIS OF AMERICAN 
POLICY TOWARD OTHER NATIONS HAS REMAINED UNCHANGED: THE 
UNITED STATES SUPPORTS THE ASPIRATIONS FOR FREEDOM, IN- 
DEPENDENCE AND NATIONAL SELF-DETERMINATION OF ALL PEOPLES. 

WE DO NOT ACCEPT FOREIGN DOMINATION OVER ANY NATION. WE 
REAFFIRM TODAY THIS PRINCIPLE AND POLICY. 

5. THE EIGHTY-SIXTH CONGRESS, BY A JOINT RESOLUTION AP- 
PROVED JULY 17, 1959 (73 STAT. 212), AUTHORIZED AND 
REQUESTED THE PRESIDENT TO PROCLAIM THE THIRD WEEK IN 
JULY OF EACH YEAR AS CAPTIVE NATIONS WEEK. 

6. NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, DO HEREBY DESIGNATE THE WEEK 
BEGINNING JULY 18, 1976 AS CAPTIVE NATIONS WEEK. 

7. I CALL UPON THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES TO OBSERVE 
THIS WEEK WITH APPROPRIATE CEREMONIES AND ACTIVITIES AND 
I URGE REDEDICATION TO THE ASPIRATIONS OF ALL PEOPLES FOR 
SELF-DETERMINATION AND LIBERTY. 

8. IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I HAVE HEREUNTO SET MY HAND THIS 
SECOND DAY OF JULY IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN 
HUNDRED SEVENTY SIX, AND OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA THE TWO HUNDRETH. END TEXT. KISSINGER 
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